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BEING A ‘SNK MYSELF, АМ 
1 SUPPOSED á 
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AND WE 
want то HELP Би 





RECENT DAYS! PERHAPS | N N 
YOU THINK CARNELIAN'S à Ñ 
FAILURE 10 CAPTURE "и N Š 
AMETHIST NOW CAUSES m MIT لے‎ 
МЕ D FORGET YOUR OWN К М 0 ” 
А . 
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АТ MER MANOS ! 0 ny 
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"ANO SOON, AT LADY AMETNYST S COMMAND, THE 
BABE RO AMO 


UNTEN MOTHER CITRINA TOOK INE 
WORLD..." 





THAT WORKS 4V НА FAVOR, MY LORD! 





AMEDOST 6 EARTHLY 


SINCE HER DEPARTURE, 
SELF (6 OMY THIRTEEN WINTERS OLD! 
zw —— 











THIS 15 ALL MAST 22ØM477E, SARDONYX: 
BUT HOW IS IT THAT THE SPIRITING AWAY OF THE 
СМЕР AMEINKST ESCAPED OUR SURVEILLANCE. 


„ THAT CARNELIAN MIGHT 
HAVE THE ANSWER TO THAT. 


YOU SEE THE CONNECTION, 
ту LORD. ⁄ 
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ТНЕ ENTRANCE ЈО THE 
THAT 
r YOUR SIBLINGS IS EASILY 
| | | LOCATED FROM WITHOUT, 
GRANCH. 
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TAKE THESE THEN, 
TO мо жу ON YOUR 
QUEST. 
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Jon. 28th, Stratford, Ct. 4:00 А.М. 


up to. Shut ой my clock/redio and pad 
downstairs to brew my morning tea. 
Но day ова start without my morning 


tea: 

4:20 A.M. Armed with my steaming 
mug (Sweet 'n' Low and a little cream, 
please), I ei! down at my deawing table, 
turn on my T.V. to “Nightline” and start 
inking page 6 of a special Teen Titens 
book concerned with drugs. 18 a 28 
page book by the regular Titens’ team. 
οἱ Wolfman and Peres but this one's 
being done for the government The 
anti-drug message doesn't interfere 
with it being а geed story and so we 
may also release it to the general 
public as а special. 

6:15 А.М. Finished inking the 
figures on page 6. Bill Collins who's 
helping me by inking backgrounds on 
this book will finish it up. Too tight a 
deadline for а part-timer like meto do 
alone 


7:05 A.M. Showered. shampooed, 
shaved and as shiny as [сав be, [jump 
18 my "78 Monte Carlo for tbe short 
drive to the railroad station to catch the. 
7:28 to New York. First I gotta stop at 
Dunkis' Donuts for my morning cofíes- 
No day can start without my morning 
cotes. 


7:28 A.M. Made it! Älter finishing my | 
morning coffee and looking at all the 
pretty дија on tbe train, I dig into the 
bulging portiolio I carry all the time бог 
some paper and start to write this 
column! (Of course I can't finish 
writing this till later... The day hasn't 


finished yet.) 

9:15 A.M. (New York ) Late 
again! We arrive at Grand trai 
station some fifteen minutes late and 1 
have to hustle to the office to make a 
9:30 meeting in Paul Levitz's office. 

9:29 (At my office) Just Бате time to} 
fix my mid-morning cup of coffee 


office. No meeting can start without my 
‘mid-morning cup ol соНоо. 

9:32 (Paul's office) Roger Шет, 
Editor, Bruce Bristow, Marketing 
Director and Paul, V.P. Operations all] 
lookup as 1 burst into the office. They] 
stare at me a bit reproachfully. They 


can't fool me... they ve been ber 
might to make sure they'd all be 
belore me so they could make me feel 
guilty for being late. 

We discuss a new reprint line. Our 


impressive and it's clear that the olf. 
size ма terribly popular with 
retailers The liret thing we decide ia 
that even И we produce a few digest 
reprints a year, most of our future 
reprints will be conventionally sized 
with at least some о! it to have good 


© Julie Schwartz pope in with the news 
that Superman and Supergirl will bea 
bit late this month. No sweat. 
е Bob LeRose (Production) has а 
problem on a cover. We solve it. 
е Karen Berger insists we're going to 
ship an entire week of comics late i I 
don't start hounding some ol our 
people. She hes to tell me that. She's 
our Editorial Coordinator. 
© Pat Bastienne worries that the 
Freelancer checks мов"! be down from 
Payroll till late in the afternoon and the 
artists вод writers who come in to pick 
them up will have to wait for them. 
Thomas calls from L.A. Ges, he's 


1 и 
doesn't have a title?" Gee, I don't know, 
belore running down tbe ball to Paul's] Roy! 


© Len Wein reminds me that we've до! 


lunch time is also business time. When 
Loan, 190 to lunch with one (or more) oí 
Our writers or artists and 


open Цар a bit. This required that Don 
partial re-write to bridge the gaps 


near perfect. 
Pet ag Ке kayes Be ева 
digest the. re-write, Ernie Colon 


ant” (Stratford) And just 9 minutes 
te. 


7:30 (Home ) In time lor dinner, 
а bit οἱ ТУ. falling asleep 
wherever 1 am by 10 P.M. (Unless Im 
doing something 1 likel) 

Weil, some of you kava шин "just 


Thank you and Good afternoon. 
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16 IT YOU, GRANCH, ) WITCH-MOTHER, 
WHO SEEK MY AID 2 / BEWARE! IT МАУ 


NO, FAWNA--T SENSE 
Р NO THREAT IN THE 40157554 
VIBRATIONS... THE PLEA 6 
GENUINE AND SINCERE! 


OF COURSE you 
SEE NO THREAT, СР. 


FOOL... FOR IT 5 CUR И 


OWN GEM, THE 
CITRINE, THAT TRANS. 
ALL, 


FRIENDLY AURA 
BLINDS YOUR. 
PERCEPTIONS 


вит ом ML =2 


KNOW JOUR መሥሪ 
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I CANNOT REFUSE THE POOR 
SOUL WHO CRIES OUT FOR ME! LET 
MY SPIRIT GO FORTH TO FINO THIS 
FRIEND IN NEED! 





-- KNOWING THAT SHE CAN 

(INSTANTLY RETURN IT ТО 

HER BODY SHAD DANGER 
ENT... 


D 
WITCH... AND THE ЖАСЕ `N 
I KNOW YOU WILL 
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OF CONFLICTING EMOTIONS 

7. - AND THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE 
MORE OF A NEED TO "АМ? ^ 
YOURSELF ^ THAN OTHER ` 


/ I THOUGHT WE MIGHT HAVE A 
TALK OVER A COUPLE OF PIECES 
Ц OF YOUR LEFTOVER. BIRTHDAY CAKE 
ЈЕ THAT'S OKAY WITH YOU. 


YOU'RE BACK FROM 
WORK EARLY, ORD! „რ 





WU I до HAVE TO FIND CUT 
MORE 


ABOUT MYSELF- 
ABOUT “- AND 
IT CAN'T WAIT TILL DACOY 








tle, and besides. й sounds like fun. So let's get to them, and it 
space permits ГИ tell you а bit about how Dan and [came tobe 
writing comies. 


voluptous woman, Amethyst. Of course we readers will want 
to вее some of Amy's Не 

И appears to be a spectacular debut to 8 spectacular comic. 
VW be waiting anxiously. Good luck! 


Mark Lagasse 
677 Congress 51. 
Troy, N.Y. 12180 

Gosh—such praise! Shucks, Mark, we're just little ог 
comics makers here—you'll turn our heads with such glowing 
hosannas/ 

Seriously, we're glad you're so pleased and excited with 
AMETHYST, because so are we. We plan to explore all the 
directions the series leads in, including Amy/Amethyst's dual 
nature. We appreciate your warm words. and hope to keep you 
A Р 


Dear Dan, Gary, Ernie, Tom, Karen and Dave (is that 
everyone? 

Through те first fourteen pages of the AMETHYST preview 
in LEGIÓN #298 1 found nothing of exceptional interest. it 
seemed в rather standard fantasy tale. Oh sure, it had some. 
particularly nice work from Ernie Colon, and some interesting 
Concepts and nice plot turns by Mishkin and Cohn, but it just 
didn't grab me. 

That state of mind changed when | saw the final page. There 
were two things that caused this change. First, Amethyst is not 

just” another magically-powered heroine. She is a seemingly 


ordinary giri from am ordinary world thrust into an sxtraor- 
Second, 


dinary situation. AMETHYST is а maxi-series. By 

limiting its run you've ensured that it will not exhaust its basic, 

compelling storyline. Just my luck, it will turn out во well IV 
wish it was an unlimited series (1 should be so lucky). 

Congratulations on your good moves so far and best wishes 

for a continuance of same 
“TM. Маре“ 
Toronto, Ontario 


We're glad we "caught" you. T M, even if it did take all fifteen 
pages to do # As you know, any piece of “genre” fiction shares 
certain common traits with everything else in thet genre. But 
that doesn't mean it has to be "the standard fare”. შაირით 
keep AMETHYST fresh, new and surprising and the 
үс. re. duality js just the first surprise! We are 

10 making AMETHYST the very best fantasy series in 
Seu. ын vd ታደ არი ნი ይ Vu ለቁ Өв በን and 
the ergative team to meke it happen! 


Dear Editor 

1 must admit, when | picked up LEGION #298 it was solely for 
the Legion story (by the way, another winner!) However, | did 
turn back to that AMETHYST story 

The art caught my eye first. Then upon checking the credits | 
knew why: Ernie Colon. Then | saw the writers: Mishkin and 
Cohn. | regard their “When You Wish Upon a Planetoid" in DC 
PRESENTS W60 as one of the best Superman stories. 

With such a capable group, | figured the book would have a 
chance. So | continued to read, and honestly, it seemed like. 
typical sword and sorcery stuff. That is, until the lest page. 

Well, people, Гуе taken те bait. Ler's hope you can reel me 
in! Success! 


David Stone (Yes, it's my гөө! name) 
730 Ontario Street W608 
Toronto, Ontario M4XIN3 


P S. Ihave an idea for the name of the letter column: "Precious 
бета“. | reasoned that people who write in like to think that 
their letters are appreciated in some way 





Aha! Another one caught by that last pagel Ив working. 
‘Mishkin! NYAHAHAI 

Regarding the letters со! heading. Dave. we hed already 
settled on PURPLE PROSE. but thanks for the good suggestion 
anyway! 

And about that art. Dan and | were convinced from the very 
start that Ernie was the only artist for AMETHYST. We wanted 
him to be restrained by just two things: the demands of telling 
the story. and his own prodigious visual imagination. Every 
time | reread the issues he's already drawn (Гт still new 


enough to this business to chortle over my own stuff again and 
again. amazed and delighted that [πι actually getting to do this 
for a living) 1 find new wonders in the art. Ernie's work is 
positively rich in the kind of telling detail and nuance that 
establishes the "pisceness" of the Gemworld and the 
authenticity of its people and events. 1 love А! 

Deve, the last thing we want AMETHYST to be is “typical” of 
anything. We don't plan to эйр up. but if we de, let us know. 
And that goes for Mark and Т.М. and ell our other readers as 
well. We'd like to establish a dielog in these pages that will 
help make AMETHYST a memorable success! Thanks all for 
your good wishes. And we'll see you next month! 


-ος 
DAN AND І 


Sixteen years ego Dan Mishkin and | used to sit around 
talking about all the great things we'd do И we wrote DC 
comics, Everyone who reads comics talks like that, but very 
few ever get the chance to fulfill the fantasy. Our route to that 
фое! wes more circuitous than most. 

Dan was, in addition ıo being a great buddy, valuable in 
another very important way. Не bought every comic that came 
out! Being hia friend meant never having to buy another comic, 
a great boon since | just threw them away when | was finished 
with them (And still dol Whoe— calm down everyone! Put 
down those rocks! Stop tying that noose! | was just kidding! 
Honest!) 

Well, the time came when we went off to college, Dan to 
Michigen State University, me to State in the 
blustery wilderness of upstate New York Dan and | spent 
ridiculous sums of money on long distance phone calls. and 
most of the time we spent discussing comics and our own 
original characters (the more things change...) 

But Plattsburgh was not all 14 dreamed the college 
‘experience could be (then again, where else would | have had 
the opportunity to see soap bubbles freeze?), and by the next 
year | was Dan's roommate at Michigan State. 

The early Seventies were a pretty wild time. We lived in a 
dorm that was the central pool о! educational and 
radicalism at MSU, and we both immersed ourseives (ds | 
recall, Den waded into the shallow end and paddled about, 
while | plunged into the deep end and nearly drowned). 

We both attended the Clerion Science Fiction Writers 
Workshop at MSU, 1 in 1972, Dan in 1974 when | was 
secretary to the workshop director and got to run off endiess 

οἱ stories. What fun! We took our lessons from the 
likes of Damon Knight and Kate Wilhelm, Harlan Ellison. 
Thomas Disch. Theodore Sturgeon . at Clarion we were 
taught the essentials of storytelling. 

After that we followed our separate paths, Den to North 
Carolina and every Jewish mother's dreem, marriage to а 
doctor; 1 to the rooftops of New York (no, ! hadn't become the 
Batman— was a construction worker). 

1 bought a Triumph Bonneville motorcycle and a leather 
jacket. but somehow | just didn't meet enough dangerous 
women to justify the Не | was living. My boss on the building 
site noticed this. Whenever | was at my sweatiest, grimiest, 
tiredest and most miserable, he would amble over and say. 
"When ya goin' back to school, kid? 

Eventually | took his advice, saddied up the Triumph and 
rode out to Bowling Green Ohio and в tesching assistantship 
in the master's program in Popular Culture Studies. | met a lot 
of tame women there, but they looked at my bike and leather 
jecket and decided / was dangerous, so it worked out pretty 
well. And then | met Betsy... 

Meanwhile Den's wife, Karen, decided to fulfill her 
residency in the Midwest. | convinced Dan that the Pop Culture 
program was more fun than working in a bookstore, and soon 
we were together again. 

The next year Betsy and | were married. Dan and | taught Pop 
Culture classes and shared an office, and once again we talked 
bout comics and how we would write them. Dan began в 
correspondence with Paul Levitz, who referred us to Jack 
Harris, and Jack bought our first story, a three pager for 
TIMEWARP #3 


That was a few years ago. Alter grad school we spent ዘ 
couple of years in close proximity, Dan and Karen in Ним. 
Michigan, Betsy and | in Ann Arbor, then Lansing. Den and | 
continued to sell stories to ОС, and eventually decided that it 
would help if one οἱ us moved to New York. Betsy hed always 
wanted to live in the Big Apple anyhow, Karen was committed 
to healing the sick in Michigan, во Betsy and | packed up cats. 
motorcycle, typewriter and toys and came to Brooklyn. 

Since then Dan and | have continued to make real our 
boyhood dream, and AMETHYST is the latest and most 
important step. We've done a lot of work together, and each 
has done some work on his own, such as Dan's scripting 
chores on WONDER WOMAN, and my back-up series in 
WARLORD, "The Barren Earth” 

But we both agree that our best work is one in tandem, 
haggling over the fine points of plotting and characterization, 
Wrestling each other's clumsy lines into cleaner, more 

Dan lives in Lansing now with Keren and а beautiful little 
daughter, Grace. | live in Brooklyn, with Betsy, two cats and 8 
Honde. Our phone bilis are stil ridiculous. 


by Cary Bates. pencils by Curt 


- 
κ 4386—Story 

inks by Deve Hunt. He's the most reviled, the deadliest. 

тап on Earth—end И you thought LUTHOR 

SUPERMAN before. you ain't seen nothing 


THE NEW TEEN TITANS 433— Story by Магу Wolfman. Pencils 
by George Perez. inks by Romeo Tanghali. Cover by George. 

а new villain—TRIDENT! What's his secret? And 
who killed him? it’s a TITANS whodunit—and what a shocker it 
is! Still today's most titanic title! 


KAUSTA! Can this be the end of THE OMEGA MEN—or the 
first step toword ultimate victory over the Citadel? 





